INTRODUCTION
THERE used to be a saying current in French University
circles that the surest way of emptying a lecture hall was to
announce a conference on pedagogy. In the early years of
this century, however, French professors began to be aware
that the saying had lost some of its truth. In northern
countries, pedagogy seems to grow in fascination in pro-
portion as metaphysic wanes in popularity, and people who
regard as doctrinaire any utterance on life and conduct are
very ready both to read and write on methods, statistics,
and experiments in the classroom.
Among a vast number of English educational books,
three, published in this century, might be chosen as repre-
sentative, not only because thek writers speak with the
authority of wide experience and tried scholarship, nor
again because each treats the subject from a vital standpoint,
but because, taken together, they sum up many of the
problems current in the world to-day. These are Lord
Eustace Percy's Education at the Crossroads, Sir Percy Nunn's
Education: its Data and First Principles, and Sir John
Adams's The Evolution of Educational Theory. For who can
look upon our elementary system with its new and much
debated organisation and its unsatisfactory curricula; or
upon our secondary schools working their way through
overloaded programmes to University degrees; or again,
on our training colleges, in a state of transition, perplexed,
unscholarly, dissatisfied; who can look upon our school
world and not feel with the late President of the Board of
Education : these are the Crossroads at last ?
And if, debating on the choice of many pathways, the
student asks himself with Sir Percy Nunn at what goal he is
aiming, must he not equally reflect with the writer that
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